chmbing The Giving Iree

(2020) By Artist Leah Marie Dorion

In this painting three Métis children play on the
Giving Tree which is the focal point of this artwork.
The cultural significance of the Giving Tree is
explained further in the book "The Giving Tree"
written and illustrated by Leah Marie Dorion
published by the Gabriel Dumont Institute in
Saskatoon, Sask. In this artwork there are hearts
around the tree to express the love and joy the
children have while learning through play which

is a key Métis cultural learning methodology. In the
roots of the Giving Tree is sash pattern symbolism
and the Métis infinity symbol which are two cultural
icons that are important expressions of Métis identity
through the generations. Since the Métis are known
as the "Flowerbeadwork People,” there are beautiful
spring blossoms all around the canopy of the tree to
symbolize the rebirth of Métis culture and the season
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What is the Miyoopimatishihk Program?

The Miyoopimatishihk (Wellbeing) Program
has been created for Métis families with
children birth to 8 years. Métis families can
apply for and access services funded directly
by MNBC.

Who may apply?
% Any parent or guardian who cares for a
Métis child that requires extra support.

% The child must be enrolled in the Métis
Family Connections Program.

% The parent/guardian or child must be a
MNBC citizen and provide their citizenship
number.
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* Southern/Heritage Michif translated by Michif-language expert Norman Fleury.
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